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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Readers,
The next FEMM committee meeting will take place on Wednesday 12 July 2017. We
will also have two joint committee meetings on 11 and 12 July. 
As you will see we will have many items on the table but I would like to focus just on
two of them. Two subjects that are deeply interconnected: combating violence
against women and the economic empowering of women.
The vote of the draft interim report on the recently signed EU accession to the
Istanbul Convention will be one of the key milestones of the work of our Committee
along with the LIBE Committee during this term. It will state a clear and strong
message from our members in support of the Convention as the best tool to combat

violence against women and gender based violence. Of course this is just a small step in the path to eradicate this outrageous
violation of human rights but it’s a necessary one. The Committee will keep monitoring the next steps in the accession procedure,
the adoption of the Code of Conduct and the ratification of the Convention. 
The absence of violence against women is a precondition for the economic empowering of women. In fact the report on Women’s
Economic Empowerment in the Private and Public Sectors in the EU that we are also going to vote, underlines how human rights
and equality are behind the need for the economic improvement of women. Women’s economic empowerment is a human rights
obligation but it is also a driver for economic growth. 
Interesting discussions are waiting for us in our last Committee meetings before the summer break.
Stay with us and follow our meetings via the Webstream!

11 JULY 2017

The EU accession to the Istanbul Convention - Vote of the draft interim report

 
The draft report highlights that the EU accession will provide a coherent European legal framework to prevent
and combat violence against women and gender-based violence. It will bring about better monitoring,
interpretation and implementation of EU laws as well as better collection of comparable disaggregated data at
EU level. Furthermore, the Convention puts emphasis on prevention by actively promoting a change in
attitudes and behaviours and combat gender stereotypes and sexism.

The document, elaborated by LIBE (Ms Christine Revault D'allonnes Bonnefoy - S&D, France) and
FEMM (Ms Anna Maria Corazza Bildt - EPP, Sweden) co-rapporteurs, recalls Member States to enforce
the Convention and allocate adequate financial and human resources to preventing and combating
gender-based violence and to the protection of victims. 318 amendments and 28 compromises have been
tabled to the draft report.
Link of the procedure

12 JULY 2017

New Council Presidency - Exchange of views

The Committee will hold a debate with the Estonian Minister of Health and Labour Mr Jevgeni Ossinovski, who will
present the priorities of the Council Presidency Programme that fall in the remit of the FEMM competences. This is a
usual exercise at the beginning and at the end of the six-month-Presidency period.

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/common/banners/2016_directorate_c_femm_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2016/0062%28NLE%29


General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2018 - Consideration of the draft
opinion and deadline for tabling of amendments

The Draftsperson, Ms Barbara Matera (EPP, Italy), will present her draft opinion to the accompanying
resolution on the 2018 EU budget. The priorities include the use of gender budgeting and sufficient funding and
a separate budget line for the Daphne specific objective. The rapporteur also calls for allocations to support
women’s entrepreneurship and ensuring and encouraging access for women to loans and equity finance
through EU programmes and funds. A European Observatory on violence against women or on femicide, if
created, should be within EIGE so that its expertise and available resources can be efficiently and
synergistically used. Additional resources should be allocated to EIGE for this aim. The deadline for
amendments will be announced in the meeting.
Link to the procedure

Women’s Economic Empowerment in the Private and Public Sectors in the EU - Vote on the
draft report

The draft report, whose Rapporteur is Ms Anna Hedh, (S&D, Sweden), presents the human rights, equality
and economic arguments behind the measures needed to improve the economic position of women. It
provides suggestions for concrete tools and actions: improved work-life balance, wage mapping, gender
quotas, gender equality plans, equal pay for work of equal value and the collective agreements. 
The report has been informed by the FEMM Mission to the UN 61st CSW, which also focused on the theme
of women’s economic empowerment. 225 amendments (32 of them proposed by the Rapporteur) and 31
compromises have been tabled.
Link to the procedure

Fundamental rights aspects in Roma integration in the EU: fighting anti-Gypsyism - Vote of
the position in form of amendments of FEMM Committee

Ms Malin Björk (GUE/NGL, Sweden) is the Draftsperson for a position in the form of amendments on the LIBE
report on “Fundamental rights aspects in Roma integration in the EU: fighting anti-Gypsyism”. She proposes 9
amendments focused on gender sensitive Roma inclusion in the EU, building on fundamental rights aspects
and access to rights such as education, health services, employment, housing and social protection. Overall,
42 amendments have been tabled.
Link to the procedure

Women’s rights in Afghanistan - Joint DROI-FEMM Hearing

The next FEMM committee meeting:

Monday 4 September 2017, 15.00 - 17.30

Brussels

Contact the editor:
FEMM secretariat: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
FEMM website : www.europarl.europa.eu/femm

The Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) and the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality
(FEMM) will organise, jointly with the European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with Afghanistan a
hearing on the rights of women in Afghanistan. The hearing will count with the participation of Ms Chekeba
Hashemi, President, Afghanistan Libre; Ms Latifa Ahmadi, Executive Director, Organization for Promoting
Afghan Women’s Capabilities (via Skype, tbc); Mr Abdul Wadood Pedram, Executive Director, Human Rights
and Eradication of Violence Organization (via Skype, tbc); Ms Horia Mosadeq, Afghanistan Researcher,
Amnesty International; Ms Malalai Joya, activist, writer, and a former Member of the National Assembly of
Afghanistan and Mr Mirco Günther, Country Director, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung in Afghanistan.
Link to the Event

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2044%28BUD%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2008%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2038%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/events-hearings.html?id=20170704CHE02181
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/femm
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